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“JESUS CHRIST IS THE SAME YESTERDAY,  
TODAY, AND FOREVER.” HEBREWS 13:8 



 

Greetings from Richmond, Virginia!!! 
 

The weather has been amazing here and I have enjoyed sitting outdoors admiring God’s     

beautiful creatures on our deck as we overlook the natural forest that lies in our backyard.     

SBCD will be here before we know it. We look forward to celebrating the 75th anniversary of  

Southern Baptist Conference of the Deaf that will take place from July 9th to 13th at Calvary 

Church in Clearwater, Florida. The Executive Committee, the History committee, and the 75th     

anniversary committee have been working hard to plan for this exciting week. At this time, we 

have approximately 175 people registered for this exciting conference. The conference week 

schedule can be found on the website at: www.sbcdeaf.org under schedule. We will also have the 

schedule posted in this newsletter along with workshop topics. Don’t forget that you can          

purchase our 75th anniversary t-shirt online as well – this will be a memorable keepsake for you 

as you remember the amazing 75 years that God poured out His blessings on SBCD. 
 

It has been a great year serving as your President and I have had an amazing team that has 

supported me throughout this year. I could not have done it without their continuous support, 

prayers, and encouragement. We would like to thank Calvary Church for being willing to host this 

conference again this year and they are excited to welcome each one of you to their beautiful 

campus.  I am looking forward to seeing each one of you soon. 
 

In closing, let’s remember this verse... “For where two or three are gathered together in My name,  

I am there among them.”  Matthew 18:20 (CSB). 

 

Anchored in Christ, 

Laura Hill 
SBCD President 
2022-2023 

 

MESSAGE FROM SBCD PRESIDENT 

SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONFERENCE OF THE DEAF 
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D E A F  M I S S I O N  O F  
RICHMOND’S FIRST  
B A P T I S T  C H U R C H  
CELEBRATES ITS 35TH ANNIVERSARY 

 
During the weekend of April 14th to 16th,     

Deaf Mission of Richmond celebrated its 35th    

anniversary as a congregation. To kick-off 

the weekend, all three Pastors were in        

attendance to celebrate this exciting     

milestone and they included: Rev. Carter 

Bearden, Jr. (1989-1996), Rev. Buddy Burgess 

(1998-2015; 2017-2019), and Rev. Dirk K. Hill 

(2019-present). All three of them led worship 

services with Dirk preaching Friday night, 

Buddy on Saturday afternoon, and Carter, Jr. 

on Sunday morning. 

DEAF MISSION OF RICHMOND 

 

Above picture from left to right: 

Anne Burgess, Elizabeth Bearden, 

and Laura Hill. Below picture from 

left to right: Rev. Buddy Burgess,  

Rev. Carter Bearden, Jr., and 

Rev. Dirk Hill. 
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Micah Willis from Texas served as the Worship leader for the weekend and also did a concert on 

Sunday morning. The weekend was filled with memories and challenges as the Deaf Mission 

moves forward to serving God in Richmond and surrounding areas. 

 

There was a banquet held on Saturday evening and the guest speakers from Richmond’s First 

Baptist Church included: Dr. Jim Somerville, Senior Pastor, Rev Lynn Turner, Senior Associate    

Pastor, and Rev. Dr. Allison Collier, Associate Pastor of Christian Formation. The 35th anniversary 

committee consisted of: Selina Gilson, Carlisa Gunter, and Laura Hill. Cathy Calhoun assisted the 

committee during the weekend. 

 

It was a weekend that will never be forgotten, and the theme was “He Has Been with Us from the 

Beginning… We’ve Got a Testimony” – John 15:27. 

DEAF MISSION OF RICHMOND 

 
Congratulations to Deaf Mission of Richmond’s     

First Baptist Church on their 35th anniversary. 



 

 

“CONTINUE THE TASK!” 
EPHESIANS 2:10  

G U E S T  S P E A K E R :  D A V I D  F A IR 

C L E A R W A T E R 

FLORIDA 
JULY 9-13, 2023 

David Fair is from Fremont, California and 
served as the SBCD President from      
1990-1991. He will be our conference    
Pastor during SBCD week in the Sunshine 
state of Florida. David is looking forward 
to preaching His Word to God’s amazing 
people. SBCD will be celebrating its    
75th anniversary at Calvary Church in 
Clearwater. See you all there! 

110 N. McMullen Booth Road, Clearwater, Florida 33759 



 

SBCD COMMITTEE 2022-2023 

SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONFERENCE OF THE DEAF 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Greg Johannsen, TN — Chair (2023) 
Bob Moore, NC — Vice Chair (2024) 
Anna Austin, TN — Secretary (2026) 
Aric Randolph, TN (2023) 
Dwight Swim, KY (2024) 
Joni Bice, OK (2025) 
Donnie Wiltshire, TX (2025) 
John Wyble, VA (2026) 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
President – Laura Hill, VA 
1st Vice President – Corey Harrison, KY 
2nd Vice President – Brance Long, NC 
Secretary – Marsha Forer, TX 
Assistant Secretary – Deanna Hill, GA 
Treasurer – Tom Linares, FL 
Child Care Coordinator – Avey Jane Lute, AL 
Jr. SBCD Coordinator – Ethan Elder, FL 

MISSION (NAMC/IMC) 
Nathan Hill, GA — Chair (2023) 
Donna Lawlor, KY — Vice Chair (2025) 
Rosalie Harris, FL — Secretary (2025) 
Robert Crowell, MO (2023) 
Kevin Cartwright, KS (2023) 
Esperanza Hernandez, CO (2024) 
Martha Knowles, FL (2024) 
Tina Clary, FL (2024) 
Gloria Hodson, AZ (2025) 

BY-LAWS 
Mary High, NC — Chair (2023) 
Daniel Lute, AL — Vice Chair (2024) 
Kelvin Hodson, AZ — Secretary (2025) 

EDUCATION 
LeeAnn Carerra, VA — Chair (2023) 
Jessica Cartwright, KS — Vice Chair (2025) 
Nina Coyer, KY — Secretary (2024) 

HISTORY 
Sharon Joyner, WV —  Chair (2024) 
Liz Rentner, TX — Vice Chair (2025) 
Chadwick Noel, KY — Secretary (2023) 

ASBID 
Chair — Cindy Moore, NC  
Vice Chair — Frona Elkes, FL  
Secretary — Roberta Green, TX  
Historian — Ann Cothern, MS  
Deaf Blind Coordinator — Nancy Perry, KY  
Nominating Chair — Pat Harris, FL  
Program Coordinator — Karen Corbello, TX 
Interpreter Coordinator — Jennifer Mitchell, FL 

FMPD 
Larry Barnett, TX — Chair 
Vacant — Vice Chair 
Vacant — Secretary 

MAPSF 
Allison Randolph, TN — Chair 
Vacant — Vice Chair 
Vacant — Secretary 

ITP 
Tammy Cantrell, KY — Coordinator 
 



PRESIDENTS OF SBCD FROM 1948 TO 2023 

1948 – 1950 Joseph W. Gardner 

1950 – 1951 Joseph W. Gardner 

1951 – 1952 S. P. Wright 

1952 – 1953 Leonard Asbridge 

1953 – 1954 Leonard Asbridge 

1954 – 1955 Carey C. Shaw 

1955 – 1956 Carey C. Shaw 

1956 – 1957 James Fair 

1957 – 1958 Raymond Atwood 

1958 – 1959 Raymond Atwood 

1959 – 1960 Glen Prock 

1960 – 1961 Leon Myatt 

1961 – 1962 Robert Marsden 

1962 – 1963 Robert Boltz 

1963 – 1964 Clifford Bruffey 

1964 – 1966 Clifford Bruffey 

(No 1965 meeting) 

1966 – 1967 Lloyd Bridges 

1967 – 1968 Neal Peyton 

1968 – 1969 Sam Hinson 

1969 – 1970 Leslie Hall 

1970 – 1971 James Fair 

1971 – 1972 Edwin Oliver 

1972 – 1973 Edwin Oliver 

1973 – 1974 Jack Earwood 

1974 – 1975 N. S. Draughon 

1975 – 1976 Dean Pritchard 

1976 – 1977 Dean Pritchard 

1977 – 1978 Carl Earwood 

1978 – 1979 Clifford Bruffey 

1979 – 1980 William Roaden 

1980 – 1981 William Roaden 

1981 – 1982 James Fair 

1982 – 1983 Gary Shoemaker 

1983 – 1984 Jerry Jamison 

1984 – 1985 William Roaden 

1985 – 1986 Kevin Kreutzer 

1986 – 1987 Kevin Kreutzer 

1987 – 1988 Carter Bearden, Sr. 

1988 – 1989 Robert Moore 

1989 – 1990 Robert Moore 

1990 – 1991 David Fair 

1991 – 1992 James Gregory 

1992 – 1993 Rocky Shifflett 

1993 – 1994 Rocky Shifflett 

1994 – 1995 Greg Johannsen 

1995 – 1996 Robert Moore 

1996 – 1997 Robert Moore 

1997 – 1998 Larry White 

1998 – 1999 Larry White 

1999 – 2000 Phillip Easterling 

2000 – 2001 Phillip Easterling 

2001 – 2002 Tim Bender 

2002 – 2003 Tim Bender 

2003 – 2004 Greg Johannsen 

2004 – 2005 Greg Johannsen 

2005 – 2006 Lenny West 

2006 – 2007 Lenny West 

2007 – 2008 Aric Randolph 

2008 – 2009 Aric Randolph 

2009 – 2010 Jim Dermon 

2010 – 2011 Jim Dermon 

2011 – 2012 Greg Johannsen 

2012 – 2013 Greg Johannsen 

2013 – 2014 Aric Randolph 

2014 – 2015 Aric Randolph 

2015 – 2016 Greg Johannsen 

2016 – 2017 Greg Johannsen 

2017 – 2018 Dirk Hill 

2018 – 2019 Dirk Hill 

2019 – 2021 Anna Austin 

(No 2020 meeting) 

2021 – 2022 Anna Austin 

2022 – 2023 Laura Hill 

2023 – 2024 New President 
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The first annual meeting was held at First Baptist Church of Memphis in December 1948. It was 
called ”Baptist Workers Conference for the Deaf”. Messengers traveled by train from Texas,   
Georgia, North Carolina, Kentucky, Oklahoma, Arkansas, and Tennessee. 
 

In 1951, it was ”Southwide Conference of Baptist Deaf” and also ”Southwide Baptist Conference for 
the Deaf”. In 1952, it was ”Southern Baptist Conference of the Deaf”. It was clearly that the name 
was officially changed to ”Southern Baptist Conference of the Deaf” in 1954 and it has carried the 
name of our organization ever since. 
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1.) To provide a vehicle for obeying the Great Commission (Matthew 28:19-20) with respect to 
deaf people by personal witnessing, evangelism, home missions, foreign missions and              
discipleship. 
 

2.) To provide opportunities for training in local church settings, in state conferences, and on the 
national level to help equip people in all aspects of the deaf ministry. 
 

3.) To serve as a liaison between the Southern Baptist Convention (SBC) and deaf persons,        
interpreting the needs and functions of the one to the other. 
 

4.) To provide a channel of communication within the Southern Baptist deaf community. 
 

5.) To provide an understanding of deafness and of the needs of deaf people to the community 
at large. 
 

6.) To provide opportunities for inspirational worship experiences. 
 

7.) To provide opportunities for Christian fellowship. 

P U R P O S E  O F  S B C D  

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 
them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with 

you always, to the very end of the age.” Matthew 28: 19-20 

H I S T O R Y  O F  S B C D  

SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONFERENCE OF THE DEAF 



 

Association of Southern Baptist Interpreters for the Deaf (ASBID) welcomes interpreters each year 

to our annual training workshops. These workshops are available to interpreters, both deaf and 

hearing, as well as visitors who do not necessarily fit into SBCD or other workshops. Interpreters 

look forward to the ASBID meeting as an opportunity to learn new skills, ideas, and hear              

alternative ways to perform their ministries. An added blessing comes from the opportunity to 

fellowship with old friends and meet new friends. We invite and encourage interpreters and other 

interested people to join with us at Southern Baptist Conference of the Deaf. For more information 

about Association of Southern Baptist Interpreters of the Deaf, please contact Cindy Moore. 

Fellowship of Missionaries and Pastors to the Deaf (FMPD) welcomes all Southern Baptists deaf 

and hearing missionaries, pastors, assistant pastors, associate pastors, deacons, evangelists, lay 

pastors, bi-vocational pastors, worship pastors, and youth pastors to the annual conference. We 

want to keep in touch with every Southern Baptist Convention employed and retired pastors and 

missionaries. Every year, we look forward to the FMPD meeting as an opportunity to fellowship 

with everyone at the annual meeting. We want to invite and encourage missionaries and pastors 

to join with us at Southern Baptist Conference of the Deaf. For more information about Fellowship 

of Missionaries and Pastors to the Deaf, please contact Larry Barnett. 

 

ASSOCIATION SOUTHERN BAPTIST INTERPRETERS OF THE DEAF 

SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONFERENCE OF THE DEAF 

FELLOWSHIP OF MISSIONARIES AND PASTORS TO THE DEAF 

 

BAPTIST FAITH & MESSAGE 

 

You can add new information about 

your deaf church or deaf ministry in 

SBCD Directory. If you need to update 

information in SBCD directory. Please 

contact us, and we can add or update 

SBCD directory. 

SBCD DIRECTORY 

SBCD accepts the Holy Scriptures as 

the all-sufficient guide authority for 

faith and practice. It concurs with    

the Baptist Faith and Message as    

adopted by the SBC (Southern Baptist 

Convention) in 2000. 



 

In January 2023, it was announced that Amazon ended its charity donation program. 

AmazonSmile was officially closed on February 20, 2023. 
 

Ethan White moved to Oklahoma from Texas. He is currently serving as the Associate 

Pastor at Deaf Church Oklahoma in Oklahoma City. 
 

Are you Interesting in ordering the 75th Anniversary of SBCD shirt? You can order online! 

The shirts will be available for pick up at the SBCD Booth. Pre-Sale orders will close on 

June 9, 2023. For more information, please contact at this email address:                   

sbcdtshirt@gmail.com 

 SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONFERENCE OF THE DEAF 

Are you planning to share the Gospel in United States or in other countries? 
If your church is planning a mission trip, your mission team is eligible to apply for a grant of      

offering funds to help with your mission trip expense. North America Mission Committee (NAMC) 

can help your mission trip in statewide includes Alaska, Hawaii, Canada, and Puerto Rico.           

International Mission Committee (IMC) provides money for a mission team to every nation 

around the world. To send mission teams to help SBCD churches identify, develop, and   

strengthen deaf ministries and churches. We can help you to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ to 

every person in every town, every city, every state, and every nation. For more information about 

Mission (NAMC/IMC), please contact Nathan Hill. 

GOING ON A MISSION TRIP? 

75th Annual Southern Baptist Conference of 
the Deaf will be held at Calvary Church in 
Clearwater, Florida on July 9-13, 2023. 

ANNOUNCEMENT S 



North Carolina Baptist Conference of the Deaf  May 5-7, 2023 

Virginia Baptist Conference of the Deaf   May 5-7, 2023 

Kentucky Baptist Conference of the Deaf   June 9-11, 2023 

Southern Baptist Convention     June 11-14, 2023 

Texas Baptist Conference of the Deaf   June 23-25, 2023 

Southern Baptist Conference of the Deaf   July 9-13, 2023 

Deaf Men’s Gathering      September 8-10, 2023 

Florida Baptist Conference of the Deaf   October 20-22, 2023 

Deaf Men’s Conference      November 3-5, 2023 

Arkansas Baptist Conference of the Deaf 

Louisiana Baptist Conference of the Deaf 

Mississippi Baptist Conference of the Deaf 

Missouri Baptist Conference of the Deaf 

New Mexico Baptist Conference of the Deaf 

Ohio Baptist Conference of the Deaf 

Oklahoma Baptist Conference of the Deaf 

South Carolina Baptist Conference of the Deaf 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 2023 

SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONFERENCE OF THE DEAF 

 

TO BE ANNOUNCED 2023 

MORE 
UPCOMING 
EVENTS WILL 

BE POSTED 
ON THE NEXT 
NEWSLETTER 



 

SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION 

SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONFERENCE OF THE DEAF 

INTERPRETER TRAINING PROGRAM 

Interpreter Training Program (ITP) will be offering two courses prior the SBCD conference 

at Calvary Church in Clearwater, Florida on July 8th to 9th. Tammy Cantrell will be       

presenting “Professional Ethics and the Christian Interpreter” and Robert Moore will be 

presenting “What is New in ASL and Deaf Culture”. Registration forms is posted on the 

SBCD website. If you have any questions about ITP, please contact Tammy Cantrell, ITP 

Coordinator, at this email address: tammycantrell@gmail.com 

Pastors’ Conference will be held at New Orleans Ernest N. Morial Convention Center in 

New Orleans, Louisiana on June 11-12, 2023. The theme is “Character Matters in Ministry: 

Beatitudes of a Pastor”. The Annual Meeting of Southern Baptist Convention (SBC) will be 

held at New Orleans Ernest N. Morial Convention Center on June 11-14, 2023. For more     

information about SBC Annual Meeting, please visit www.sbc.net 

SBCD SCHEDULE 202 3 
SUNDAY MORNING I July 9th 
9:00-10:30 Sunday School 

10:30-12:00 Calvary Worship Service 
 

SUNDAY AFTERNOON I July 9th 
2:00-4:30 Registration 

SUNDAY EVENING I July 9th 
6:30-7:00 Business Meeting:         
Credentials Committee            
Approval of Minutes 

7:00-8:30 Worship Service                    
“How to Have an Intimate Relationship  
with God” Nathan Hill 
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SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONFERENCE OF THE DEAF 

MONDAY MORNING I July 10th 
8:30-9:00 Devotion 

9:00-9:10 Break 

9:15-10:30 Workshop: 

“Mental Health and Christianity: The  
Struggle for Restorative Balance - Part 1” 
Rick McClain 

10:30-10:45 Break 

10:45-12:00 Worship Service 

 

MONDAY AFTERNOON I July 10th 
12:00-1:15 Lunch 

1:30-2:45 Workshops: 

“Are Our Churches Dying?, What Do We 
Do?” Dirk Hill 

“What is the Truth?” Brance Long 

“Absence of Prayer, How Do We Include 
Prayer in our Daily Life?” Ashton Luff 

2:45-2:55 Break 

3:00-3:45 Panel Discussion            

3:45-4:45 Committee Meetings 

 

MONDAY EVENING I July 10th 
6:30-7:00 Business Meeting:           
Executive Committee        
Board of Directors 

7:00-8:30 Missions Night 

TUESDAY MORNING I July 11th 
8:30-9:00 Devotion 

9:00-9:10 Break 

9:15-10:30 Workshops: 

“Mental Health and Christianity: The  
Struggle for Restorative Balance - Part 2” 
Rick McClain 

10:30-10:45 Break 

10:45-12:00 Worship Service 
 

TUESDAY AFTERNOON I July 11th 
12:00-1:15 Lunch 

1:30-2:45 Workshops: 

“Family - Strengthening Biblical Value in 
the Home” John and Denise Wyble 

“How to use Nature in the Gospel”           
Corey Harrison and Nathan Hill 

“Marriage - How to Include Christ in Our 
Marriage” Steve Dye 

2:45-2:55 Break 

3:00-3:45 Panel Discussion            

3:45-4:45 Committee Meetings 
 

TUESDAY EVENING I July 11th 
6:30-7:00 Business Meeting:           
Audit Report      
Treasurer’s Report 

7:00-8:30 SBCD History Night 



 

SBCD SCHEDULE 202 3 

SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONFERENCE OF THE DEAF 

WEDNESDAY MORNING I July 12th 
8:30-9:00 Devotion 

9:00-9:10 Break 

9:15-10:30 Workshops: 

“Youth, How Do We Reach Out to Them”        
Ashton Luff 

“Dealing with Loneliness, Depression, and 
Grief” LeeAnn Carrera 

10:30-10:45 Break 

10:45-12:00 Worship Service 

 

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON I July 12th 
12:00-1:15 Lunch 

1:30-2:45 Open Forum Panel 

2:45-2:55 Break 

3:00-3:45 Workshop: 

“Stay Committed” Corey Harrison 

3:45-4:45 Committee Meetings 

 

WEDNESDAY EVENING I July 12th 
6:30-7:00 Business Meeting:         
Auxiliary and Committee Reports          
Mission Committee Report 

7:00-8:30 Jr. SBCD and Kid SBCD Night 

 

THURSDAY MORNING I July 13th 
8:30-9:00 Devotion 

9:00-9:10 Break 

9:15-11:30 Business Meeting 

 

THURSDAY AFTERNOON I July 13th 
12:00-5:00 Free Time 

 

THURSDAY EVENING I July 13th 
6:00-9:00 75th Anniversary Banquet 

Resolutions and Final Roll Call 

SBCD will be held 
on July 8-12, 2024. 

 

Location wil l  be  
a n n o u n c e d  a t   
the conference. 



 

ASBID SCHEDULE 2023 
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MONDAY MORNING I July 10th 
8:30-10:30 Workshop: 

“Sign Variation, Part 2” Tammy Cantrell 

(This is a continuation of Sign Variation, 
Part 1 taught last summer.) 

9:15-10:30 SBCD Workshop*: 

“Mental Health and Christianity: The  
Struggle for Restorative Balance - Part 1” 
Rick McClain 

10:45-12:00 SBCD Worship Service 
 

MONDAY AFTERNOON I July 10th 
12:00-1:15 Lunch 

1:30-3:30 Workshops: 

“How Can I End Power and Privilege in 
Church” Bob Moore 

“Recognizing Passive Voice in English and 
Reading Equivalents” Joni Bice 

WEDNESDAY MORNING I July 12th 
8:30-10:30 Workshops: 

“Answering  God’s Call to Salvation”      
Job Ayantola 

“Music the Deaf Way” Rhonda Long 

10:45-12:00 SBCD Worship Service 

 

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON I July 12th 
12:00-1:45 Lunch/ASBID Business Meeting 

2:00-4:00 Workshops:      
“Worship Through ASL-Using Music as an 
Outreach Tool for the Deaf and the Hearing” 
Jan Duttry 

“How Can I End Power and Privilege in 
Church” Bob Moore 

Note: Rick McClain’s workshops are presented through SBCD and  
the time are DIFFERENT than ASBID’s scheduled workshops* 

TUESDAY MORNING I July 11th 
9:15-9:30 SBCD Group Picture 

9:30-10:30 Workshop: 

“Sign Variation, Part 3” Tammy Cantrell 

9:30-10:30 SBCD Workshop*: 

“Mental Health and Christianity: The  
Struggle for Restorative Balance - Part 2” 
Rick McClain 

10:45-12:00 SBCD Worship Service 
 

TUESDAY AFTERNOON I July 11th 
12:00-1:15 Lunch 

1:30 –3:30 Workshops: 

“Creating Sacred Space: Can Deaf find 
God Thru Interpreters” Mary High 

“How to Lead the Deaf to the Lord: the 
Hand Outlines of the Gospel” Job Ayantola 

3:30-4:30 ASBID Fellowship 
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July 10th 1:30-4:00 

Introductions, Craft, Prayer and 

Session led by Lisa Jungheim 

• July 11th 1:30-2:45 chose SBCD workshop 

3:00-4:00 Fellowship • 

• SBCD • 
Room TBD 

Looking forward to seeing you all soon! 
 

Questions contact Allison Randolph 

aajcrandolph@yahoo.com 

MAPSF FELLOWSHIP  
July 10th and 11th 



 

SBCD REMEMBER S 

SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONFERENCE OF THE DEAF 

BEN COX 
1925-2022  

Cox was inducted into the MSD Hall of Fame in 1995. After he graduated from MSD, Cox 

married his wife, Evelyn, on December 23, 1945. They were married for 64 years until her 

death on January 6, 2010. Cox and his wife accepted Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior 

on June 21, 1951. They were baptized on June 23, 1951, at Calvary Baptist Church in      

Jackson, Mississippi. They have three children, seven grandchildren, and ten great 

grandchildren. Cox worked at the Commercial Appeal for 36 years. After he retired in the 

late 1980s, Cox led mission trips to Hawaii, Russia, Ukraine, Singapore, and Ecuador. He 

preached twice a month in Jonesboro, Arkansas for more than 10 years. He preached in 

Connecticut, Louisiana, Arkansas, Tennessee, Florida, Mississippi, Oklahoma, New Mexico, 

Ben Cox, well known as a faithful servant 

for many years. Cox served as Board of 

Trustees (now Board of Directors) for SBCD 

from 1989 to 1992. He served on the History 

Committee from 1988 to 1989, 1992 to 1994, 

and 1995 to 1998. He served on the Time 

and Place Committee from 1999 to 2002. 

He also served on the North America      

Missions Committee from 2002 to 2005. 
 

Cox was born Benton Washington Cox, Jr. 

in Tupelo, Mississippi on September 3, 1925. 

He graduated from Mississippi School for 

the Deaf (MSD) in 1944. 



 

 

SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONFERENCE OF THE DEAF 

Missouri, Michigan, Virginia, Texas, Alabama, Kentucky, Ohio, North Carolina, Georgia, and 

South Carolina. Cox served as President, 1st Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer for 

the Tennessee Baptist Conference of the Deaf (TBCD). He also served as publishing     

editor for TBCD called “Christian Volunteer”. 
 

Cox was a deacon for more than 50 years. He taught Sunday School at First Baptist 

Church of Memphis and Deaf Church at Kirby Woods Baptist Church in Memphis,        

Tennessee. He enjoyed spending time with his grandchildren and great grandchildren. 

His hobbies were collecting postcards, coin collecting, woodworking, and carving. Cox 

went to the 70th Anniversary of Southern Baptist Conference of the Deaf at Brentwood 

Baptist Church in Brentwood, Tennessee in 2018. Ben Cox died at the age of 96 in Franklin, 

Tennessee on August 24, 2022, 10 days before his 97th birthday. The funeral service was 

held at Kirby Woods Baptist Church in Memphis, Tennessee on August 31, 2022. 
 

Cox shared his testimony about accepted Jesus Christ. His testimony was published in 

TWSBCD Volume 39 Issue 2 (2019-2020). “There was a missionary from Antioch             

Missionary Baptist Church in Little Rock, Arkansas. His name was Dick Jones. He could 

‘talk’ in deaf signs. He came to St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church in Jackson, Mississippi, 

where the deaf gathered. That church allowed the deaf to use the chapel on Sundays. He 

shared the gospel with the deaf. I was there. I confronted him about God. I argued with 

him. Thank goodness he was patient listening to my arguments. I thought I was smarter 

than God! When he left for home, I felt so good. Again, he returned next time to town and 

saw me at the chapel. He said ‘Ben, come over, I want to talk with you about Jesus.’ Oh 

no, Brother Jones again! I thought. On the front pew, he patiently explained what the 

Scripture was. I finally discovered that Jesus died for me. His blood washed my sins away. 

I confessed my sins there. I became saved on June 21, 1951. My wife, Evelyn, became 

saved too. We were baptized on June 23, 1951, at Calvary Baptist Church on West Capitol 

Street in Jackson, Mississippi.” 

SBCD REMEMBER S 



SBCD REMEMBER S 
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To those who went home to be with the 
Lord from July 2022 to May 2023. 

 

WANDA BEARDEN 

ALAN BROWN 

BEN COX 

SUE HILL 

NANCY JORDAN 

ANNA THOMAS 

GAYNELL SEALE 
 

Pray for their family that God  
would comfort them. 

ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE WITH GOD 
MATTHEW 19:26 

Wanda Bearden, 94 
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SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONFERENCE OF THE DEAF 

The editor of Together With Southern Baptist Conference of the Deaf (TWSBCD) is supervised by 

the SBCD Board of Directors. If you or your group want to advertise in TWSBCD, please contact 

Aric Randolph at this email address: arandolph@brentwoodbaptist.com 
 

The SBCD logo is now copyrighted and is registered with the government copyright office.         

The logo is  protected by federal law. If anyone wants to use the SBCD logo in advertisement, on 

stationery, in newsletters, in artwork, on websites, on Facebook, on Twitter, etc. You must receive 

permission from the SBCD Board of Directors. To request to use of SBCD logo form, please contact 

Aric Randolph at this email address: arandolph@brentwoodbaptist.com 

 

Deaf Die Daily Without Jesus 
72 Million Deaf Worldwide are Unreached 
Need Deaf Churches, Need Deaf Pastors, Need Deaf Missionaries 

CODE BLUE: Deaf are Unreached 
300+ Sign Languages Worldwide 
with NO Bible 
 
ONLY 58 SBC Deaf Churches for 
3 Million Deaf 
 
40% of 58 US Deaf Churches are 
without a pastor 

100 Major Cities in the USA  

have NO Church for the Deaf 

For more information, please visit www.deafchurchplanting.com 


